[Exposure for harvesting gastroepiploic artery graft].
We present out technique for harvesting the gastroepiploic artery (GEA). We use a Universal Stabilizer Arm and an assistant attachment to push the liver against the diaphragm, giving en enough working space to harvest the graft. Between January and December 2007, 99 isolated coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG)s were performed, and in 36 (36.4%) patients the GEA was harvested using this technique. The mean operation time was 251.1 +/- 40.5 minutes and the mean number of distal anastomosis was 3.6 +/- 0.8. The early patency rate of the GEA graft was 95%. Combined use of a Universal Stabilizer Arm and an assistant attachment provide good exposure for harvesting the GEA.